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FORMANNENS SPALTE

To viktige og aktuelle forhold ligger meg på hjertet:

- Ta vare på og ytterligere øke den meget tilfredsstillende oppslutning om
  DIS-Norge, og

- Komme med et varsko om unøyaktigheter og feil i slektslitteraturen.

Oppslutningen om DIS-Norge.

Tilgangen på nye medlemmer er fortsatt meget god og landsomfattende. Sannsynligvis passerer vi
400 medlemmer innen årsskiftet, og foreningen blir stadig mer kjent. Dette er virkelig en gledelig
utvikling, men den stiller også krav. DIS-Norge er på mange måter blitt en helt annen forening enn
den de 22 fremmøtte stiftet 12. januar 1990 for mindre enn to år siden.

Etterat forberedelsene til det 5. Nordiske Symposium for Databehandling i Slektsforskning nå er
avsluttet, vil styret i tiden frem til vårt 2. årsmøte (torsdag 13. februar 1992 kl. 1900 på Universitets-
biblioteket på Drammensveien i Oslo) konsentrere seg om de hovedpunktene vi vil tilby medlem-
mene. Vi har vår oppfatning om tilbudet til medlemmenene, men jeg ville virkelig være takknemlig
hvis medlemmenene kunne sende meg sin “ønskeliste” - gjerne et uformelt håndskrevet notat - om
hva de forventer av DIS-Norge. Vi er inne i en meget viktig fase av foreningens oppbygning og
saksområdet for vår virksomhet er egentlig voldsomt stort. Det som interesser mange medlemmer, bør
vi prioritere.

Hva f. eks. med en ungdomsavdeling eller en ungdomsspalte i “Slekt og Data”? Nå undervises det i
EDB på skolen og det finnes sikkert ungdom som har eller kan få lyst til å prøve “Databehandling i
Slektsforskning”. DIS-Norge skal være en forening for både nybegynnere og for de mer erfarne.

Unøyaktigheter/feil i slektslitteraturen.

For noen få dager siden mottok jeg lyskopi av en side i en stor slektsbok hvor fire av mine eldre
slektninger blir omtalt. Den første gjennomlesning sa meg at her er det mange feil. Nærmere kontroll
viste at av de 11 opplysningene (navn; fødsels- og dødsdato og sted; prestekall) inneholdt 6 av dem
betydelige feil, altså over halvparten! Jeg tok så frem ytterligere fire innbyrdes uavhengige biogra-
fiske bøker hvor de samme fire personene omtales, og det ga samme nedslående resultat: 2 til 4 feil i
de viktigste personopplysninger. Feilene er også forskjellige slik at forfatterne tilsynelatende ikke har
har skevet av etter hverandre. To av disse personene er dessuten blitt omtalt i et lokalhistorisk tids-
skrift, og det som står der burde helst ikke vært trykket - så feilaktig er det. Kirkebøker er neppe
benyttet, eller isåfall meget sparsomt.

Etter dette ser jeg på min bokhylle med biografisk litteratur med litt andre øyne!

Jeg tror det er viktig å erkjenne at ingen av oss er feilfrie og at korrekturlesning er vanskelig.

Den litteratur jeg har vist til ovenfor, er skrevet før “data-alderen”. Idag går jo ideen med å bruke
datateknologien i slektsforskningen blant annet ut på å utveksle opplysninger med andre slekts-
forskere. Det får meg til å rope et ekstra varsko om nøyaktighet i den enkeltes forskning og kilde-
studier.

Med vennlig hilsen

Wilhelm Færden
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HVORDAN FORSKE DIN SLEKT I USA FRA DIN STUE

VED HJELP AV MODEM OG DATAMASKIN.
ALF CHRISTOPHERSEN

Ville du likt å kunne finne ut hvem slektningene dine er uten å måtte forlate stua og på en rimelig
måte? Dette kan du gjøre på minst to måter, sjekk med 0181 og ring opp vedkommende eller
skrive brev til dine slektninger og be om en oversikt over slektningene de har oversikt over.
Problemet med disse to måtene er at du må vite hvem du skal kontakte. Ofte er disse opplysnin-
gene tapt, hva gjør man da? Det er dette jeg vil forsøke å skrive litt mer om nedenfor.

En måte kan være å ringe opp 0181 og spørre om det finnes noen som heter så og så i byen
så og så. Problemet med dette er at 0181 da vil få svært mye å gjøre og det vil snart bli restriksjo-
ner på slike opplysninger. Selv benytter jeg denne måten minst mulig.

I 1987 sto jeg i beit for å finne noen slektninger som hadde flyttet fra adressen jeg kjente
og brevene jeg hadde sendt kom i retur med kommentar adressat har flyttet, ny adresse ukjent.
Hva gjorde jeg? Jeg satte i gang med å benytte datanettverket jeg hadde adgang til, BITNET og
sendte ut et spørsmål om noen kjente til navnet jeg var på jakt etter. Etter en stund kom det et
brev på maskinen min om at vedkommende hadde slått opp i sin lokale telefonkatalog for Dallas
og hadde funnet flere personer med samme navn. Jeg fikk telefonnr, og første forsøk viste seg å
være korrekt! Senere har jeg benyttet samme metode, og ofte har det vist seg at forsøket har vært
vellykket. Især hvis etternavnet har vært sjeldent.

I et annet brev jeg fikk, dukket det opp et forslag om å opprette et eget møte for slekts-
forsking generelt, både for etterlysing av felles slekt, tapte personer, metoder generelt i slekts-
forsking, og ikke minst, for diskusjon om hvorledes benytte databehandling i slektsforskingen.
Resultatet ble en “distribusjonsliste” kalt Roots-L på forskernettverket kalt “BITNET” som jeg
har omtalt tidligere i “Slekt og Data” (nr. 1, vol1 s. 11, nr. 2, vol.1 s.11, 20 og nr. 2, vol.2 s.10).
Dette er en distribusjonsliste som man kan abonnere på alle nettverk som via “portnere” kan
snakke med BITNET, f.eks. TeleMax400, nettverket som Televerket har opprettet, Internet,
Nordunet, FIDOnet, CompuServe og mange andre. Videre blir meldingene også distribuert på
nyhetsgruppesystemet kalt “Internet NetNews”. Dette kan du lese mer om i Datatid. Disse mel-
dingene som distribueres i nyhetsgruppen “soc.roots” kan du abonnere på ved henvendelse til
BBSen “Bergen By Byte” (BBB), (se for øvrig Slekt og Data nr 2, vol. 2 s. 10). Selv om BBB
ikke går med på å laste ned soc.roots, så kan du likevel abonnere på Roots-L fra BBB ved å
sende en 'mail' fra BBB til adressen 'Listserv@Vm1.Nodak.Edu'. Dette 'brevet' skal inneholde
følgende tekst:

SUBSCRIBE Roots-L <fornavn> <Etternavn>
eks.

SUBSCRIBE Roots-L Ola Nordmann
Listserv inneholder også filer med logg av all kommunikasjon som har foregått på Roots-L

siden starten i oktober 1988. Dette er tekst som du kan søke i ved hjelp av et databasesøk. Hvis
du er på jakt etter opplysning om noe, og du antar at dette har vært omtalt før, så kan du fra BBB
sende en databasesøk-kommandofil som i løpet av et par timer vil sende deg en oversikt over
filene som inneholder setningen du anga i ditt søk. For øvrig kan en slik søkefil inneholde fler
søk samtidig.

I samme type brev, evt. det samme som du sender databasesøket i, kan du også sende
kommandoer for å hente katalogen over alle filer som er lagret, hvem som abonnerer på listen,
hjelpefiler etc. Her følger således et eksempel på et brev hvor man søker etter alle filer som
inneholdert navnet Thisted. Husk for øvrig amerikansk angivelse av dato, år, måned, dato.
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// job echo=no
database search dd=rules
//rules dd *
search Thisted in roots-l since 90/7/01
index

Resultatet ble som følgende:

Date:         Sun, 13 Oct 1991 08:05:15 -0500
From: Revised List Processor (1.7a) <LISTSERV@VM1.NoDak.EDU>
Subject:      File: “DATABASE OUTPUT” being sent to you
To: Alf Christophersen <achristo@ULRIK.UIO.NO>

> search Thisted in roots-l since 90/7/01
—> Database ROOTS-L, 5 hits.

> index
Item #   Date   Time  Recs   Subject
———   ——   ——  ——   ———
002924 90/11/16 02:09   43   Looking for family ‘Raaum’ in USA, Canada, Denmark+
002942 90/11/19 18:31   19   Family name ‘Hopstock’
002944 90/11/19 19:24   17   Re: Wiborg, Raaum and Thisted.
004563 91/03/22 02:32  601   An index to soc.roots/Roots-L archives
006816 91/10/01 23:45   27   Montag and Edmond(s).

Når du så har fått denne oversikten, kan du sende en ny melding hvor du gir beskjed om hvilket
notat du ønsker skrevet ut. (Fra min maskin nutri1.uio.no fikk jeg svar tilbake fra Listserv i løpet
av 20 sekunder!)
Ønsker du således skrevet ut notat nr 002944 ovenfor, kan du sende følgende brev fra BBB til
Listserv@Vm1.Nodak.Edu:

// job echo=no
database search dd=rules
//rules dd *
search Thisted in roots-l since 90/7/01
index
print  006816

Her kommer således resultatet:
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Date:         Sun, 13 Oct 1991 13:25:30 -0500
From: Revised List Processor (1.7a) <LISTSERV@VM1.NoDak.EDU>
Subject:      File: “DATABASE OUTPUT” being sent to you
To: Alf Christophersen <achristo@ULRIK.UIO.NO>

> search Thisted in roots-l since 90/7/01
—> Database ROOTS-L, 5 hits.

> index
Item #   Date   Time  Recs   Subject
———   ——   ——  ——   ———
002924 90/11/16 02:09   43   Looking for family ‘Raaum’ in USA, Canada, Denmark+
002942 90/11/19 18:31   19   Family name ‘Hopstock’
002944 90/11/19 19:24   17   Re: Wiborg, Raaum and Thisted.
004563 91/03/22 02:32  601   An index to soc.roots/Roots-L archives
006816 91/10/01 23:45   27   Montag and Edmond(s).

> print 006816
>>> Item number 6816, dated 91/10/01 23:45:10 — ALL
Date:         Tue, 1 Oct 1991 23:45:10 +0100
Reply-To:     ROOTS-L Genealogy List <ROOTS-L@NDSUVM1.BITNET>
Sender:       ROOTS-L Genealogy List <ROOTS-L@NDSUVM1.BITNET>
From:         Alf Christophersen <achristo@ULRIK.UIO.NO>
Subject:      Montag and Edmond(s).

I am looking for descendants of Marie Thisted, born in Norway (Bergen??)
last century. She emigrated to USA before 1900 and married first Charles
Montag, possibly of German origin, and later with an Edmond(s). To my
knowledge she lived for a while in Montana, but I have heard she later came
to Seattle, Washington or somewhere in that area. She got 6 children.

My question, has any of you some info about these people?

If not, could you check the telephone directory if you live in the states
Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon or California. Here I am interested in
the surnames Montag and Edmond or Edmonds. If you see the name Thisted in
these states, I’m also interested. (I knew about some Thisteds in Great
Falls so I don’t need these ones)

In advance, many thanks for helping me.

Alf Christophersen
Roots-L List owner.

Oh, by the way, please post me privately!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Don’t fill up airspace!
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For øvrig anbefales Odd de Presnos artikler i Datatid om Kids91 og Kids92 og Bitnet
Listeservere. Spesielt Datatid 7/8, 1991 s.54. Ved å bytte ut alle referanser til Kids91 med Roots-
L, vil du kunne benytte alle opplysningene i artikkelen. Også andre artikler som handler om
Kid92 vil sannsynligvis inneholde tips om hvorledes du kan utnytte Roots-L (og alle andre lister
på Listserv@Vm1.Nodak.Edu, også kalt Listserv%NDSUVM1.BITNET@Aun.Uninett.No i en
del av artiklene skrevet av de Presno. Jeg anbefaler den første adressen!)

For ca. 1 uke siden gjorde jeg et nytt forsøk på å finne en del Thisted som vi har mistet
kontakten med. Det eneste jeg kjente til var at Marie Thisted var gift to ganger, første gang med
en Charles Montag og andre gang med en som het Edmonds. Nedenfor finner du brevet som jeg
sendte ut på Roots-L. I dagene etterpå fikk jeg således svar fra en del som hadde lett i
telefonkatalogene sine og som hadde funnet folk som het Montag og Edmonds.

Men en dag kom det to interessante brev. I det ene brevet ble det fortalt om et nytt system,
'Phonedisc USA', hvor man kunne søke etter en masse personer over hele USA. Disse opplysnin-
gene var tilgjengelig på CD-disker og var et sammendrag av alle telefonkataloger over hele USA
samt innhold i bykataloger. Her viste det seg at bare for Montana, Washington, Utah, California,
Idaho og Oregon var det flere hundre med navn Montag og Edmonds. Av Thisted fantes det ca.
20.

Det andre brevet var også meget interessant. Her fikk jeg opplysning om at det fantes
personer som het Montag i bydelen Edmonds i Seattle. Jeg har dessverre ikke fått tid ennå til å
sjekke om dette kan være en etterkommer etter Marie, men vil gjøre det snart.

Finnes det andre måter å kommunisere med slektsforskere i USA? Åjo, så absolutt. Det er
nesten ingen grense for hvor mange typer kommunikasjonsnett som nå fører en eller annen
diskusjonsgruppe for slektsforskning. Eksempler er CompuServe, Genie og FIDOnet. På det
siste har det amerikanske selskapet National Genealogic Society en rekke grupper samlet under
begrepet NGC, National Genealogic Conferences. Disse spredes nå også til andre land enn USA,
det nærmeste ser ut til å være Danmark. Sverige og Norge tar pr. idag ikke inn disse møtene, ser
det ut til. Hvis mange nok ønsker tilgang til disse gruppene, vil nok dette kunne endres, men
trafikken er stor og man må nok regne med å måtte støtte nettet finansielt for å få tilgang til
disse. Inntil slike penger er skaffet, vil man nok måtte nøyes med BBB, PCrelay og
CompuServe.

Et annet teknisk hjelpemiddel som er av stor nytte når man har fått knyttet kontakt med
slektninger, er en telefax. Her kan man raskt overføre alle kladder og andre notater til sine slekt-
ninger, få påført korreksjoner og deretter kan man fakse dette tilbake. Mest avansert blir det om
man har spandert et telefax-kort til PC'en! Da kan man med flaks få overført filene sine som
sådan hvis mottaker også har et telefakskort tilknyttet!

Med modem skal man også være klar over at man kan overføre filene sine direkte til
slektninger som også har datamaskoin og modem. Her er det en god del ting man må huske på
for å få det til, så dette er nok et tema mer for den avanserte PC-bruker. Jeg anbefaler det ikke så
veldig. Bruk heller en felles BBS som man kan få lov til å mellomlagre filene på.

På BBS'en Slektforum i Sannidal og de fleste andre PCrelay-BBS'ene som du finner på
nest siste side, finner du også en konferanse som heter Roots. Denne distribueres også over store
deler av verden. Her kan du laste opp spørsmål og svar på inntil 96 linjer ved hjelp av MegaRead
eller ved direkte kontakt med BBSen. Ved hjelp av Megaread kommer du deg gjennom en sesjon
uten alt for store utlegg. Første gang jeg brukte MegaRead tok det meg 12 minutter å overføre ca
300 innlegg fra Roots, Slekt og andre konferanser jeg var interessert i. I dag bruker jeg ca. 4
minutter på å laste ned posten min når jeg er innom 1-2 ganger i uken. Skulle jeg lest all posten
'on-line' ville jeg bruke ca 1 time daglig for å lese og skrive meldinger med tellerskritt løpende!
Nå kan jeg lese alt i fred og ro etter arbeidstid.
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Siden det koster penger å benytte BBB i Bergen, vil jeg anbefale å starte opp med Roots-
konferansen på PCboard-BBSene. Vær oppmerksom på at Roots på PCrelay har ingenting å
gjøre med Roots-L! Når du så har blitt vandt til sjargongen i møtene og du vet hva du kan for-
vente å finne ved hjelp av denne, så kan du kontakte BBB for å bruke denne. Men, kanskje har
du barn i huset i alderen 8-14 år?? da kan jeg jo anbefale BBB på det varmeste! De kan da leke
seg med Kids92 som de henter fra samme sted som Roots-L, mens du koser deg med Roots-L!
Lykke til med bruken!

ETTERLYSNING
De som svarer direkte til spørreren, bes også sende kopi til redaktøren slik at evt. andre kan få se
svaret.

Etterlysing 3/91:
Jeg er interessert i kontakt med personer som har opplysninger om:

1. Slekten LEMMICK.
2. Presteslekten LEGANGER.
3. JACOB JOHANNESSEN, f. 4.10.1798 og GURI KNUDSDATTER, f. 1796, begge Vardal.
4. MARI IVERSDATTER BLANKENBORG, f. 15.12.1853.

Arne M. Sandlie
2750 Gran

Tlf. 063-30620

Etterlysing 4/91:

HVOR DRO DE HEN?
Fra det tidligere Elverum sogn med Trysil anneks er det blitt notert at mange personer dro

“Nordenfjells”, og mange er forsvunnet fra bygda uten å ha kommet i kirkebøkene. Det har ikke
vært mulig å oppspore hvor de slo seg ned. Kirkebøkenes opptegnelser er ufullstendige og man-
gelfulle. Her følger en liste over endel personer jeg har søkt etter:

Til Vuku  ca. år 1798. GUDMUND HAGEN f.1761 og KIRSTI ANDERSDTR f. 1761. Barn: HANS

f. 1784, KIRSTI f. 1886, ANDERS f. 1788. De forsvinner fra Vuku ca. år 1814.
Flyttet Nordenfjells. I kirkeboken er ført opp ca. 80 personer som reiste nordover i året

1831, hvorav ettersøkes HALVOR GUDMUNDSEN f. 1784 og MARTE OLSDTR f. 1799 som sammen
med hennes foreldre og 5 pikebarn dra nordenfjells. Barn: HALVOR(?) f. 1829 (1819? red. anm.),
ARNE f. 1821, OLIANE f. 1822, KAREN f. 1825, MARTE f. 1829.

Til Nordland. I året 1831 flyttet fra Trysil JOHAN ERIKSEN f. 1796 og BERTE NIELSDTR

(KIELDSDTR?) f. 1797. Barn: ERIK f.1820, CHRISTIAN f. 1823, ANSTEN f. 1825, INGER f. 1829.
Til Vestre Salten. Forsvinner fra Trysil ca. år 1833. SIMEN GUDMUNDSEN f. 1790 og MAREN

ENERSDTR f. 1798. Barn: ANNE f. 1823, GUDMUND f. 1825, ENER f. 1828, MARTE f. 1829.
Enkeltpersoner med ukjent flyttingstid: BERTE GUDMUNDSDTR. f. 1786 og GUDMUND

GUDMUNDSEN f. 1792.
Anders Nordhagen

Dahles veg
2760 Brandbu
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SLEKTSFORSKNINGSPROGRAMMET

THE FAMILY EDGE PLUS
The Family Edge Plus er et komplett proffesjonelt slektsforskningsprogram på NORSK.  Det vil
si  at alle skjermbilder er på norsk, alle utskrifter er på norsk, den trykte manualen er på norsk og
ikke minst, du bruker norske kommandoer. På grunn av den gode brukervennligheten og at det er
så lett å lære, er programmet nå et av de mest populære programmene i USA og Norge.  Hvis du
står fast får du hjelp ved å henvede deg til to personer i Norge via brev, tlf, besøk eller elektro-
nisk post.

Programmet inneholder felter for alle opplysninger du trenger som slektsforsker, bl.a. navn,
fødsel og dødsdato og sted, yrke, gravstedsinformasjon, dåpsinformasjon, adoptivforeldre, ekte-
skap og skilsmisser, testamente, immigrasjon, kildehenvisning.  Programmet håndterer flere
databaser og hver database kan ta inntil 1.000.000 personer.

De viktigste funksjonene:
Import/eksport av GEDCOM og import fra PAF.  Raske søke og  sorteringsmuligheter.  8 for-
skjellige grafiske rapporter på skjerm og skriver: bl.a. Navneliste, Stamtre, Familierapport,
Anetavle, Etterkommerliste, Personrapport.  Hoppe mellom beslektede personer: far, mor, barn,
ektefelle og søsken.  18 forskjellige datoformater pluss: cirka, før, etter, ?, omtrent, lever nå,
tidsrom og fri tekst.  Mulighet for 22 kildehenvisninger pr. person.  Notatblokk.  Egen tekst-
behandler med et dokument pr.person som kan være så stort som du vil.  Logisk analyse for å
kontrollere registreringene.

Krav til maskin:
Programmet krever en IBM PC kompatibel maskin med  256K RAM og 35 FILES i
CONFIG.SYS, to diskettstasjoner eller en diskettstasjon og harddisk.  Den lille utgaven er laget
for å kunne kjøre fra en PC med kun to diskettstasjoner.  Den store utgaven av programmet
trenger 530K til 800K på disken avhengig av hvor mange skriverdrivere du har innstallert og om
dokumentasjonsfilene skal ligge på systemet.  I tillegg trengs for 500 registrerte personer ca.
150K.

Priser:
Family Edge (maks 500 pers.); amerikansk program tilsendt på diskett med trykt norsk manual
og GEDCOM overføringsprogram: NOK 250.
Family Edge Plus; amerikansk program tilsendt på diskett med trykt amerikansk manual og
GEDCOM overføringsprogram: NOK 1500.
Family Edge Plus; norsk program tilsendt på diskett med trykt norsk manual og GEDCOM
overføringsprogram: NOK 1900.

Kontakt:
Tom Laget, Alex. Kiellandsgt 8B, 2000 Lillestrøm eller Flemming Graversen, Nordbyveien
36C, 2050 Jessheim
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ÅRSMØTE 1992
holdes i Universitetsbiblioteket, Drammensvn. ..., Oslo torsdag 13. Februar
1992 kl 1900.
Biblioteket vil gi en spesiell orientering med omvisning kl 1900 til medlem-
mene. Ca. kl 21 starter ordinær generalforsamling.

ETTERLYSNING
Etterlysing 5/91:
Følgende etterlysning ble sendt fra USA til Volda kommune og videresendt via flere
kanaler til Slekt og Data, DIS-Norge.
Gentlemen:
A great grandfather of mine called himself John Nelson, an innkeeper, doing business in
Boston, Massachusetts, in Gloucester, Massachusetts, U.S.A. and in Charlottetown and
Rustico, Prince Edward Island, then a colony of England, rather than a province of Canada.
According to his Bible, John Nelson was born July 2, 1827, at some unstated place in
Norway, and married Augusta Ann Bird on August 5, 1852, in Boston. He was 25 years of
age, and she 19. The Bible does not state who John Nelson's father was, and there were
several or many John Nelsons from Norway in Boston, in Gloucester, and on Prince Ed-
ward Island at the time he lived in those places. The only clue I have to his ancestry is the
following record of his mother's death which appear in his Bible:
Dorthe Christine Anne's datter       So
December 14, 1830, in Norway
Departed from this life to the higher ligions (sic)
Mother of nine children.

Spørsmålet er altså om noen kan sjekke i sine kirkebøker om de kan finne en Jon/John/
Johannes, født 2. juli 1827 og sønn av en Nils og Dorthe Christine. Sistnevnte ser ut til å
være død 14. desember 1830 og datter av en Anne.
Isåfall, send melding om dette til Nelson M. Warner, Jr, RR-1, Box 5, Deer Isle, Maine
04627, USA

ETTERLYSNING:
Etterlysing 6/91:
I am looking for information about Karl Petersson, who was born 4 Dec 1832 in Forsebol, Ör,
Älvsborg, Sweden. Went to Norway in the early 1850s.  Did he return to Sweden, go to America,
stay in Norway?  His parents were Peter Isaksson, born 20 Mar 1795 at Geplanda, Steneby,
Älvsborg, died 4 Mar 1869 at Åsmule, Ör, Älvsborg, and Karin Lennartsdotter, born 6 Jun 1797
at Mellerud, Holm, Älvsborg, died 6 Apr 1879 in Åsmule.

MY ADDRESS IS:
KAREN ISAACSON

27991 CARAWAY LANE

SAUGUS, CA  91350
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BACKWARD FOOTPRINTS
LILA KOBS HUBBARD FAMILY GENEALOGIST & RESEARCH

HISTORIAN
   Recall  the story of  the  Tortice & the Hare?   Slow  steady  progress  in genealogy is a must
when trying to locate  or trace the  movement  of immi-grant  ancestors.  Genealogy is a science
and  should be approached from  a scientific &/or historical like approach.   Someone recently
described gen-ealogy  as  a huge jigsaw puzzle.  This is true, gathering bits of informa-tion piece
by  piece  seems  unproductive  until  the pieces start  to fit together.   When a  picture  begins to
emerge it  is possible by carefully planned research to seek  information  to fill in the missing
pieces.  All avenues  of  research  in  the  United States  should  be exausted before a genealogist
tries  to trace  the  family  line  to  its  place  of  origin. This approach    may seem like  drugery
&  it may seem  boring even  appear to  be unrewarding!  Who said it would be easy? No one, I
know. There is an old saying, “A job  worth doing is  worth doing well.”    These suggestions are
not to lighten your burden  but more to  direct  & suggest  advantegous routes for successful
research.   Valuable  only if you keep very  accurate records of your research. The search is on so
start with you & your family. Relatives  may think  they know nothing but some of them really
do!  Family stories, documents,  member  ship applications,  old letters, etc. may give you a lot
of small  pieces to your family puzzle.

THINGS TO ASK ABOUT OR WRITE ABOUT
1. Family records
2. Bible Records
3. Family Letters, Stories & Traditions
4. Employment & Societies Records
5. Wills, Deeds, Etc.
6. Certificates, Awards, Discharges, Etc.
7. Photographs
8. Books of Remembrance
9. Diaries, Printed or Manuscript Family Genealogies

   If you  find  church  information,  or know  the  place of worship of  your ancestor don’t
overlook the following types of church records:

1.  Membership Records
2.  Birth, Marriage & Death Records
3.  Baptism Records
4.  Confirmation Records
5.  Communion Records
6.  Society or Board Minutes
7.  Church School Records
8.  Church Cemetery Records
9.  Church Archives State or National Levels

   Contact  the  proper authorities in Hometown,  U.S.A.  for help  or  search City, Town, Village
Records:

1. Birth, Death, Marriage & Divorce Records
2. Tax Lists
3. School Records & Board Minutes
4. Town Histories & Historians
5. Newspaper Files (Obituary & News items)
6. Cemetery Records & Gravestones
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7. Mortuary Records
8. Town Clerk’s Minutes
9. Genealogical or Historical Societies
10. Libraries  -  many have genealogical information on  the local level & may have

hometown newspapers on microfilm.
11. Military Records, Statues, placques, etc.

   Your next move is to research County Records (Remember that old County boundaries
change!  Get a good atlas.)

1.  County Census Records
2.  Court Records
3.  Wills, Administration & Guardianships
4.  Marriage Licenses / Bonds & Divorce Records
5.  Birth & Death Records
6.  Land Records
7.  Deeds
8.  Tax Records
9.  School Records & Board Minutes
10.  Naturalization Records
11.  Orphans Court Records
12.  Old Folks or Veterans Homes
13.  Hospital & Mental Institutions Records
14.  Military Records
15.  County Histories with Biographies & Genealogy
16.  County Genealogical & Historical Societies

   The  next  step forward is  to  search state records. You may be rechecking some  of your
already located information but do realize humans  make  mis-takes  & dates could have been
entered incorrectly or even the  minister in waiting months to record a number of things could
have  missed recording  a marriage & did it later:

1.  Birth & Death Records
2.  Marriage & Divorce Records
3.  Land Grants
4.  Census Records
5.  Tax Lists
6.  Military Records

   An Adj.  General’s Office provided the name, for a genealogist, of a  GREAT UNCLE.  The
nameless male had existed  in  stories but his military records were  only obtained  because his
name,  company & regiment were  sent  from the State of Missouri.

7.  Court Records
8.  Hospital & Mental Institution Records
9.  State Archives
10.  State Genealogical & Historical Societies

   The research now  goes  to  national  records  &  much  can be done at your nearest  branch  of
the  National Archives or by  mail,  using the  proper forms, with the NARS in Washington, DC:

1.  Census Records
2.  Military Records
3.  Pension Records
4.  Old Soldiers Homes Records
5.  Bounty Land warrant Records
6.  Records of Civilians During Wartime
7.  Records of American Indians
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8.  Records of Black Americans
9.  Records of Merchant Seamen
10.  Records of Civilian Government Employees
11.  Passenger Arrival Lists
12.  Immigration Records
13.  Passport Information
14.  Naturalization Records
15.  Land Records
16.  Claims Records
17.  Court Records
18.  Records of the District of Columbia
19.  Miscellaneous Records Including Social Security
20.  Cartographic Records (Maps & Descriptions)
21.  Organizational & Multi - Society Records

   Your FOOTSTEPS BACKWARD may  be  difficult but  if your  research has  been extensive,
exacting &  you  are a ‘Lucky Person’ you will have the  proper information to begin your
FOREIGN RESEARCH.
   There  are  many fine genealogical societies in other  countries  that  are willing  to assist an
American genealogist but PLEASE remember when writing to send  International Response
Certificates as a SASE is useless. Overseas postage costs about four times our normal postal
rates.
                            Happy Ancestor HUNTING!
    *************************************************************************
  **   This INFORMATION came from: THE HOME PLACE - BBS (714)-849-1732.        **
     *************************************************************************

REDAKTØRENS SPALTE
Planen var at dette nummeret for det meste skulle handle om slektsforsking i USA. Jeg
hadde håpet på mer stoff fra medlemmer som har drevet med slik forsking, men til nå har
det ikke kommet noen bidrag. Jeg har derfor sett meg nødt til å sakse fra BBS'er og Roots-
L, hovedsaklig det siste. Pga. tidsnød har jeg ikke hatt anledning til å oversette artiklene,
men regner med at de fleste medlemmene klarer å lese dette.

En del stoff vil være generelt om slektsforsking, mens noe også vil være om hvorle-
des gjøre slektsforsking fra sin egen stue, ved hjelp av modem og datamaskin.

KORREKSJON AV TELEFONNR NESTSISTE SIDE
En person ringte meg etter møtet om BBS og spurte om telefonnr. for Thunderball Cave
var korrekt. Etter sjekking viser det seg at trykkfeilnissen har slått lammende til i de tre
foregående nummer UTEN AT NOEN HAR REAGERT TIDLIGERE! Riktig telefonnr
skulle nå være trykket, 02-56 70 17 og 02-56 70 17.
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BOOK REVIEW

OF THE BOOK

ELLIS ISLAND
BY

WILTON TIFFT

FROM THE DECEMBER 1, 1990 “BOOKLIST”

Tifft, Wilton.  ELLIS ISLAND.  1990. 256p illus. Contemporary $35 (0-8092-4418-7)

“When millions of Americans recount their family histories, Ellis Island is an integral part:
approximately 12 million immigrants passed through Ellis Island between 1892 and 1954 (1990
marked the completion of the “massive” renovation and transformation of the island into a
national monument).  This well-designed photodocumentary, the “Official commemorative” of
the foundation that raised the funds for the restoration, traces the history of the island from its
Indian days, to private ownership, use as a fort and arsenal, and finally as an immense immi-
grant-receiving station.  Photographs from archives and by Lewis Hine capture the strength,
patience, and faith of the immigrants, while Tifft’s text recounts the various phases of
immigration laws, procedures, confusion, fraud, and their consequences.  His haunting photos of
the island in “limbo” after its closing in 1954 show a place exahusted and empty, in stark con-
trast both to the early, active years and his later, post- resotration photos.  A vivid record of a
time and place that touches us all.  Bibliography;index.”
Reviewed by Donna Seaman

BOOKLIST    ISSN:0006-7385   Publisher: American Library Association,
50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, IL   60611

ELLIS ISLAND:AN ILLUSTRATED
HISTORY OF THE IMMIGRANT

EXPERIENCE.

Shapiro, Mary J. ELLIS ISLAND:AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE IMMIGRANT
EXPERIENCE.  Nov. 1991. 288p. index.illus. Macmillan/Collier, paper, $49.95 (0-02-584441-
5)  (reviewed from galley).
“Another fine volume linked to the renovation of Ellis Island.  While Wilton Tifft’s photo-
documentary (Booklist Dec 1, 1990) focused on the island itself, this jam-packed history, written
by a curator of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum concentrates on the people who flowed
through the daunting immigration facilities.  Descriptions of grueling voyages and the “chaos,
confusion, and noise” of the island usher us into an overview of the peak years of immigration,
1880-1924.  Photographs and quotes, culled from the thousands of pictures, letters, memorabilia,
and recorded oral histories sent to the museum by immigrants and their descendants, grace every
page. The fate of individuals and families in their chosen land is chronicled through personal
histories and anecdotes, demonstrating how the legions that landed on Ellis Island spread out
across the nation. Superbly detailed and vivid, this will be relevant to almost everyone.”
Review by Donna Seaman
The review appeared in volume 88 #4 (October 15, 1991) on p.386.
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KOMMENTARER OM IGI
I et Roots-L brev skriver  alan@essex.ac.uk [Alan M Stanier] følgende:
Mormons (for religious reasons about which I know little - mainly because those Mormons I
have asked have been unable to provide any coherent explanation) have ceremonies of Birth and
Marriage Sealing. These are related to, but different from, Baptism and Marriage.

These Sealing ceremonies may be applied retrospectively. Thus anyone who has been baptised in
the past may have a Birth Sealing ceremony perfomed now, and any couple married in the past
may have a Marriage Sealing ceremony now. (I presume it is believed that some advantage
accrues to people who have had a Sealing ceremony, although what advantage I do not know)

As a result, individual Mormons are very interested in tracing their ancestors, and performing
Sealing ceremonies wherever appropriate. And the LDS is interested in mass tracing of Baptisms
and Marriages, in order to perform suitable Sealing ceremonies.

The IGI, which we all use as a genealogical source, is in fact an index to the Sealing ceremonies
performed in the various Morman temples (the last few columns, which most genealogists skip
over as irrelevant, apply here). The fact that there is no Death Sealing ceremony analagous to
burial explains why there are no burial entries in the IGI (and that is a great pity - it significantly
reduces the power of the IGI as a genealogical tool).

Etter at jeg sendte ut et spørsmål om hva som var grunnlaget for IGI-registrene, kom følgende
svar fra  karen%monty@RAND.ORG (Karen Isaacson):

“The Library: A Guide to the LDS Family History Library”, edited by Johni Cerny & Wendy
Elliott, published by Ancestry in 1988, states on page 14:

“Formerly called the Computer File Index (CFI), the International Genealogical Index is an
alphabetical microfiche print-out of over 80 million names of deceased persons in alphabetical
order (1984 edition.)  Approximately 10 million names are added to the index each year; new
editions are released at three- to four-year intervals.  An new edition is scheduled for release in
1988 with nearly 40 million new birth and marriage entries.

“The IGI consists of entries from names submitted by professional and amateur genealogists
from information taken from family and OR by trained extractors who enter information from
birth and marriage records, church registers, probate records, and census enumerations
worldwide....”

From page 14:

“Batch and serial sheet numbers [the final columns of data in the IGI] are your references to
track the original source. An entry can be input into the system in a variety of ways. If the batch
number is composed solely of digits, then the entry was submitted by an LDS Church member
acting as an individual.  The original submission form can be viewed on microfilm by locating
that same batch number on the microfiche ‘Batch Number Index’, which provides the number of
the microfilm for that batch....
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“If the batch number is preceded by a letter, then the Family History Department itself entered
the information as part of its names extraction program from the microfilms already held in its
collection.
Entries preceded by a ‘C’ or ‘M’ are christenings and marriages derived in that manner.  A list of
localities and film numbers for records extracted by the department, called the ‘Parish and Vital
Records Listing’ is used to keep track of the original sources for these entries.

“Other letters preceding batch numbers do not necessarily refer to original sources but rather to
the conversion of earlier entries from earlier entry systems.  The computerization process began
in 1969.  ‘A’ refers to the Family Group Archives, a collection of family group sheets used for
records processing from 1941 to 1969.  The whole set of sheets (600,000) are slowly being
converted to the computer system.
‘E’ refers to an ‘Early Marriage Extraction”, a program of isolating obscure marriage recrods
from a variety of sources.  Batch numbers preceded by an ‘E’ can be traced using the batch
number index for a corresponding number beginning with the ‘M’ prefix, which then lists and
input film number.
Batch numbers beginning with ‘T’ are conversion from the Temple Index Bureau (TIB), a 30
million-name file-card index to the Family Group Archives.....

“More unusual are batch numbers preceded by J, K or P.  These are similar to those with a ‘C’.
Entries with ‘F’ are records processed under the Family Entry Program, which provided for
submitting records where dates were calculated or approximated.  This batch number can be
consulted in normal alpha-numeric order on the batch number index for a source number film.

“New batch numbers (and accompanying prefixes) are always being created...”

I found the marriage of my great-great-grandparents, Peter Isaksson and Karin Lennartsdotter,
listed in the Swedish IGI.  It was submitted by a distant relation living in Utah.  My impression,
however, is that the majority of the Scandinavian IGI was created by the “trained data
extractors”.  The reason I rambled on so long about the batch numbers is that when you find an
entry in the IGI, you can examine the batch number and get some idea as to HOW it got in the
IGI and thus how carefully you want to re-verify it.

Hope this answered your question!

KAREN

KAREN@RAND.ORG

Videre kommenterer carl@udwarf.tymnet.com (Carl Baltrunas & Cherie Marinelli 1.0.4a)
As Karen mentioned in her reply to Alf, there are many sources of entry to the IGI and many are
submitted by individuals who may be amateur or professional genealogists (whether they belong
to LDS or not) so just because an index entry is entirely numeric does NOT mean it is inaccurate.
Many of us are untrained and amateurs when it comes to researching family records... myself
included. But we usually consider what we’ve researched to be accurate... right?
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What I want to mention is that the information in the IGI should be considered as any other
source is considered from the genealogical view.  It may or may not be 100% accurate.  It may
provide a link or a starting place whereas you were at a dead end before.  Do not depend entirely
on the entry itself, however it may point to the actual documentation which can be used to verify
it’s authenticity.

A case in point:  My wife found some information on COTTREAU in the IGI and after checking
it against information she found later in B. Arsenault and in data collected by Janet Jehn (of
Acadian Genealogical Exchange), found that the IGI was incorrect.  When she gets a chance, she
intends to submit whatever is necessary to make a correction.

Corrections may become more important as data storage devices change.  LDS is now sending
the IGI and the Ancestral File information out on CD-ROMs with the entire set of CDs to be
replaced with a newer release periodically.  For CDs, once it is written, it cannot be updated, you
must be sure you have the most recent CD set to be sure it is current.  (Like trying to use a 10 yr
old telephone book to find someone.  Sometimes it’s perfectly OK, other times not.)

HOPE THIS HELPS!
-CARL

Videre kom det følgende kommentar fra hardness@sleepy.bmd.trw.com:
The IGI is a compilation of the data that has been submitted to the Mormon temples so that the
LDS Ordinances could be performed for the dead.  The sources of this information vary.  The
LDS church has what is called an “Extraction Program” where the data is copied from actual
church records.  This data can be assumed to be as accurate as the original church data.
However, the remainder of the information in the IGI comes from individuals who have
submitted names of their ancestors.  The sources for their information could vary from actual
birth certificates to “I remember my great-aunt telling me that her grandmother told her that her
father was born in Leeds, England.”  The LDS church requests that submitters be sure of their
data and check their sources.

The IGI should be used for genealogical purposes.  It should be used to give you an idea as to
when and where someone was born and/or married.  It should not be considered to be an
accurate source.  The IGI user should verify the information by checking the source of the IGI
input (look at the last two numbers on the IGI entry).

I hope that this information is helpful.  For more information, check with your local LDS Family
History Center.

CORY N. SCHOFIELD

Og alan@essex.ac.uk [Alan M Stanier] skriver videre:
>The IGI is a compilation of the data that has been submitted to the Mormon
>temples so that the LDS Ordinances could be performed for the dead.  The
>sources of this information vary.  The LDS church has what is called an
>”Extraction Program” where the data is copied from actual church records.  This
>data can be assumed to be as accurate as the original church data.

No. NO.  <Very Loud Voice On> NO <Very Loud Voice Off>



Side 19

The LDS Extraction Program is very well done, but occasional errors are still made. I have found
IGI entries from the Extraction Program where a transcription error has been made, or the
paleographer has misread (in my opinion) a difficult piece of writing.

Please, everyone, treat the IGI as a (very useful) finding aid. Look yourself at the original entry
to confirm the IGI entry.
--
  Alan M Stanier   ø Alan Michael, son of Roger William, son of William Edwin,
 alan@essex.ac.uk  ø son of William John, son of William, son of John, son of
tel +44 206-872153 ø William ... (research still in progress)

Dette ga meg blod på tann og jeg stilte derfor følgende spørsmål:
I have a new question in this IGI thread.

It has been mentioned that indexes starting with C or M is extracted from church books.

Now, each churchbook has many entries, and now I wonder, if the extractors has extracted some
data from a church book, are the registrations complete, or is only names concerning one family
extracted? Is it so, that if I know that churchbook from period so and so and perish so and so, and
I don’t find the name, then I can conclude that the child was not born in that perish? (Church
books even has faults, some clerks didn’t fill in the name of poor parents when they had a child
christened or when they married:-( )

Next, if the extraction is complete, is it possible for eg.  ‘Riksarkivet i Norge’ to get information
about what church books are extracted? Where should one ask in that case? Is it possible for me
to get such info? Eg. as editor of ‘Slekt og Data’ to get a list of complete parishes recorded by
Slat Lake in IGI files? (I will soon publish in ‘Slekt og Data’ a list of parishes recorded on
datafiles at RHD, Tromsoe, Norway. (RHD is a Norwegian acronym of ‘Registreringssentralen
for Historiske Data’.

ALF CHRISTOPHERSEN

ROOTS-L LIST OWNER.

Actually, batch numbers starting with C represent extractions of christenings records, which are
presumably from church records since who else keeps track of christenings, but batch numbers
starting with M may be from any extraction of marriage records, civil or religious. (Records of
adult baptisms from non-LDS Christian churches are counted as “christenings”, the LDS church
reserves the term “baptism” for the baptismal rite of their own church. However, baptismal
records of denominations which practice adult baptism are rarely extracted.)

>Now, each churchbook has many entries, and now I wonder, if the extractors
>ahs extracted some data from a church book, are the registrations complete,
>or is only names concerning one family extracted?
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The extractions are based on microfilms of the original records. If anything was extracted from a
microfilm, then everything on it will be. (Well, actually, every event on it for which there is an
IGI classification will be recorded. A microfilm which has some births, marriages, or
christenings may also contain additional records such as confirmations, tithes, burials,
membership lists, excommunications, etc., which are not extracted.) But there are no extractions
which are “targetted” or “filtered” by family name, etc. However, there is no guarantee that
every extant record from a given church or civil recording agency was microfilmed whenever
some were. And there are many many records which have been filmed but not yet extracted.

>Is it so, that if I know
>that churchbook from period so and so and perish so and so, and I don’t find
>the name, then I can conclude that the child was not born in that perish?

Of course you cannot make such a conclusion. The absence of a record never implies the absence
of an event. As you yourself point out when you write:

>(Church books even has faults, some clerks didn’t fill in the name of poor
>parents when they had a child christened or when they married:-( )

And, even if the original record is correct and complete, there are always errors which creep in to
any indexing operation. The IGI is exactly what it says it is, an international INDEX to
genealogical records. It is intended to be used to *find* relevant records, not to substitute for
them.

The same observations apply to other indexes such as to censuses. Just because someone does
not appear on a census index does not mean you wouldn’t find them if you looked over every
page of the census yourself. And just because they don’t appear on a census doesn’t mean they
didn’t live there. But the indexes are still enormously useful, especially for locating someone
when you don’t know which records to scrutinize more closely.

>Next, if the extraction is complete, is it possible for [an editor
>of genealogical publications] to get information about what church books
>are extracted? Where should one ask in that case?

It is very easy to get a list of which records have been *microfilmed* for a given area by just
consulting the Family History Library Catalog (also available on microfiche and CD-ROM, just
as the IGI is.) And one could get a pretty good idea of which records had been extracted by
making a query on some very common surname, with the locality filter being the entire region
you are interested in, and noting which batch numbers appeared, then looking up the sources
which correspond to each of those batch numbers.

I do not know what the address would be to obtain an already-generated listing of all the records
which had been extracted for a given locality, or if such is available. Can anyone in Salt Lake
give Alf an address for the Extraction Program? I have noticed, though, that you usually do not
need a precise address to contact departments of the LDS church. They are pretty good at
forwarding mail between departments when it is addressed to the wrong place.

TERI PETTIT

PETTIT@ADOBE.COM

I tillegg skriver DEIS%ZODIAC.BITNET@VM1.NoDak.EDU følgende:
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Hello Dorothy Paul, and all,

     To amplify a little on Keith Hayward’s explanation of who gets to be in the IGI...   Basically
there are two categories.  Yes, all of the ancestors and relatives of all Mormons are potentially
“in there.”  And it is also true that baptisms/christenings and weddings (but not funerals or
deaths) have been collected in a rather random fashion from sources all over the world.  For
example, I think that just about every known wedding that occurred in Ohio in the 19th century
is now in the IGI.  But in other parts of the country, the data is very “patchy.”  I have noticed that
if you have a region of Germany with a dozen villages all of which have extant church books,
maybe 3 will have been extracted.  This may have to do with the difficulty of finding enough
people who can reliably READ these old books.

     In areas where the records are collected into archives and are legible, the IGI frequently has
nearly everything.  And of course you have to search variant spellings, since even if the LDS
workers got all the names perfectly the SOURCES vary -- but if you look carefully at the IGI
there is an attempt to group the variants together.

     So the IGI is an excellent indicator of the existence of a primary record.  If someone is MISS-
ING from the IGI, it means nothing.  You can’t use it as negative evidence.  And you can’t really
consider it a primary record.  But it can point you toward primary records that you might not
have thought of, in locations you might not have suspected.

FRANK

FRANK.DEIS on GEnie   DEIS@PISCES.RUTGERS.EDU

I et senere innlegg, faktisk for bare noen få dager siden kom det melding om at når man var fer-
dig med å finne ALLE feil i neste IGI-index, ville man overveie å selge IGI på CD-ROM til de
som øsnket dette. I dag er IGI på CD-ROM kun forbeholdt de såkalte ‘Family History Centers’.
Hvis man ønsker å søke i IGI-listene ved hjelp av CD-ROM må man altså oppsøke det nærmeste
‘Family History Center’ i Skandinavia. Opplysning om dette vil man ant. få ved henvendelse til
representantene i Oslo eller i København.

ALF CHRISTOPHERSEN

ROOTS-L LISTE-EIER

REDAKTØR SLEKT OG DATA.
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DATABASE TYPES AND GEDCOM MERGING
THOMAS. T. WETMORE IV” <TTW%CBNEWSL.CB.ATT.COM@VM1.NODAK.EDU>

NOTE: This is a long, fairly technical posting, that will only be of interest to genealogists with a
strong interest or experiences with genealogical computing.  If you are not in this category, you
may want to hit ‘n’ now.

Recent items in soc.roots about merging GEDCOM files prompts me to post.  I am a software
developer who has written considerable genealogical software for UNIX systems; all my recent
stuff has used GEDCOM for both the primary storage format as well as for import and export.

In my experience genealogical databases come in a wide variety that range between two
extremes.  At one extreme are the databases that store PERSONS and FAMILIES; I’ll call this
kind type one.  At the other extreme are the databases that store RECORDS, such as birth
records, SSN records, census records, church register records, and so on; I’ll call this kind type
two.  And then databases come anywhere in between, and, if we are not careful, we can forget
what the differences are.

Let me explain what I mean by the first type.  Our primary goal as genealogists is to wade
through a confusing morass (if we are so lucky) or tiptoe through a frustratingly small amount
(in the more ususal case) of information, inferring from that data who our ancesters were, where
and when they lived, and what their lives were like.  This wading, tiptoeing and inferring is
genealogical research.  As the result of this research we form beliefs and draw conclusions about
persons who lived before us. We might have five records, say, from the 1790s that mention John
Wetmore, and from those records, and from the rest of our research in this area, we might
conclude that the five records actually refer to two separate persons named John Wetmore.  Our
research has led us to believe that five items of primary information provide strong evidence
about the existence of two individual human beings who really lived and breathed and walked
around on our planet, and just happened to have the same name.

When most of us think of genealogical databases, I believe we are thinking of databases whose
records represent definite and separate human beings, that each record in our database represents
a single real human being.  When we go to an LDS FHL and get a PAF file that extends one of
our lines, of course we are thinking, “Wow, all these new ancestors to add to my database.”

So let me say what must be obvious to you by now.  Databases of the first type are derived from
research.  The records in these databases are inferred persons and families, where the inferences
may be based on your own direct knowlege, or on the results of your blood, sweat, tears, and
postage stamps, or on your acceptance of records that you copy from some genealogical article
or book, which is really just someone else’s genealogical database (albeit “just” on paper), that
was built up in exactly the same way as yours.

And by now it may be obvious by what I mean by the other extreme of database, the database
that simply stores RECORDS.  These databases make no statement, implied or otherwise, about
real corporeal and temporal persons.  They simply contain records that say that at this date, and
in this place, there was a person who’s name was so and so, and he or she was involved with
such and such an event.  Databases of this type are obviously primary databases, databases in
which no conclusions have yet been reached. The information in databases of this type represents
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where research begins, not where it ends.  It it up to us, the researchers, to figure out what actual
persons and families these simple records refer to.  And, to be honest, isn’t this where much of
the doggone fun in genealogy is to be found?

So, you ask, what has this got to do with merging GEDCOM files? Well, in this wonderful and
modern world of computer technology, you can go out and find all kinds of data available to you
in GEDCOM format.  You can find census records in GEDCOM, social secuity records in
GEDCOM format, records from your friends in GEDCOM, and records from the LDS in
GEDCOM, and so on and so on.  Your first and natural inclination is to want to get that data and
merge it into your own master, research database, and magically get your lines extended, and the
new vital information added to the people who were already in your database.  Right?  Of course
you do.

Well, this merging thing is very elusive; the more you think about it the more it eludes you.
Merging means different things depending upon what kind of a database is being merged to what
other kind of database. It is simple to think about merging two databases of the second type; you
just join them together.  It’s a bit harder to think about merging two databases of the first type,
because here you must decide what real person in database one is the what real person in data-
base two.  And once you make that decision, you have to deal with the recursive problem of
dealing with children, parents, spouses, in-laws, and so on.  Conceptually quite simple, but no
two databases I have ever seen of type one, that purport to have the same families, ever agree on
all issues of names, dates, order of children, and so on.

Things can get even more difficult when we merge a database of the second type (RECORDS)
into a database of the first type (PERSONS and FAMILIES), and, unfortunately or fortunately,
this is the type of merging that we usually want to do.

How do software packages merge now?  For the ones I’ve used and written, you start off by
adding the new GEDCOM file (the “external representation” of a database, say of type two
above) to your master database, of type one above.  Yuck, you have just junked up your nice,
clean, master database with hundreds of dubious records, some of which probably refer to people
already in your database, some of which are no doubt in error, many of which may refer to the
same person, and so on and so on.  What you hoped would be a simple update chore has just
turned into a major sorting and research job.  Some programs, notably PAF, help you out here by
providing a “Please Suggest Potential Mergings” feature, that uses some simple algorithms to
root through the database sniffing up pairs of people who might be one in the same.

Well, I don’t like this.  Right now I’ve got a master database, containing over 9000 persons,
about half with the surname Wetmore, and this database is definitely of type one, a database I
have built up with love and care over years of research.  I BELIEVE that every PERSON record
in that database represent a real and different person who really existed. These PERSONS are all
connected togther into an intricate web of FAMILIES. On the other hand, I’ve got a GEDCOM
file with information extracted from social security records, that list hundreds of Wetmores by
name, often incomplete, with dates and states (yes, just states) of birth and death, and with no
hints about the relationships between them, very definitely a type two “database.”  I obviously
want to merge the INFORMATION in the SSN file into my master database, but I sure as heck
don’t want to merge the RECORDS from the SSN file into the database.  What to do.  What to
do. By hand?  Are you serious?
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Fortunately for me, I am a very old-timer programmer, and after I decide how a problem of this
type should be solved, I can write a program to do it.  Only wish I knew how to solve this one.
What I will probably do is add some features to my current system that allows it to open two
completely different database at the same time.  In this manner I can browse through the two
databases, making inferences about how the data in a type two database relates to data in my
master, type one database, and then transfer that information into my master database.  Fun for
the coming winter nights, fer sure.

Anybody else out there worry about these things?  My wife does tell me I’m too anxious.  I
would be very much interested in hearing what others’ views are on this topic, and what you
actually do when you do type two into type one merging.

=======================================================================
THOMAS T. WETMORE IV,

PH.D., DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF TECHNICAL STAFF

AT&T BELL LABORATORIES, 1600 OSGOOD STREET, NORTH ANDOVER, MA  01950
(508)960-6015 (WORK)     (508)465-3220 (HOME)      TTW@MVUXI.ATT.COM
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COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL
MICHAEL WOLCOTT

<WOLCOTT%.DPW.COM@VM1.NODAK.EDU>
During the course of my research, I came across some copyrighted material which was in a
historical library.  Since the author’s work was part of my research, I wrote to him to ask if I
could use the material. His response was “NO” which I understand is his right.  But, I am
curious. I still need to research the family that he researched, and he gave me his blessings on
this.  I copied some of the material from his work so use as a basis.  Now, I am not copying his
material into my journal, but I am trying to research the people in this family, and I am in fact,
adding more data than what he provided.  Is there any sort of infringement here?  Am I doing
something wrong by using his material as a “foundation”?  My feeling is that I am not! but I
could be doing something wrong without realizing it.
Thanks for your help with this query.

Take care!
Mike Wolcott

Etter noen dager svarte  Cliff Manis <cmanis%CSOFTEC.CSF.COM@VM1.NoDak.EDU>
Mike and other Readers:
Did he say that you could not use his work at all ?

Did he indicate you could use it if he was quoted as the source ?

> Now, I am not copying his material into my journal, but I am trying
> to research the people in this family, and I am in fact, adding more data
> than what he provided.  Is there any sort of infringement here?
> Am I doing something wrong by using his material as a “foundation”?

So long as you do not quote directly from another’s work, then use of that material as a founda-
tion to build-on should be OK !

> My feeling is that I am not! but I could be doing something wrong
> without realizing it.

Everyone will have their own personal thoughts on this subject...

If you are going to quote him directly in your own research work, then you must reference his
material as the source.  Therefore giving him credit for that particular piece of information.

And mine are this....if you find some copyrighted material and use it as reference material in
research of your own information, and later research and find proof of same, and even more
information (as you say). Then you have not infringed on his copyright.  If he didn’t want other
poeple to read and use it as a reference then he should not have published it.  Any material in any
book, may be used as reference material, be it fiction or non-fiction.

Inside the two books that I have produced (1983 and 1991) I included that the information could
be copied freely by anyone, and that the information contained in them should NOT be
copyrighted by anyone.
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Last week I called Mr. Tom Skeen, author of “Coveys of BIRDS” about the BIRD surname, and
he gave me permission to use, copy, quote or whatever anything in his book in any of my later
books.  He used the phrase, “that you are FAMILY, and that is just OK, with me!”.

I would like to see others thoughts on this subject......

CLIFF MANIS

Red. anmerkning. Hvis du har noen kommentarer til dette, er vi glade for bidrag til Slekt og
Data.

ETTERLYSING
Etterlysning nr. 7/91
Da jeg har blandt mine aner familien på Schjerven, beskrevet i boken Schjerven av Mo-
gens Bugge, er jeg interessert i å komme i kontakt med andre etterkommere av Oluf Nilsøn
Schjerven som levde omkring 1610-1650, av Bugge angitt gift ca. 1623 med en Karen
Lauritsdatter for hvem han har laget en 'fantastisk' anetavle for.

Av det jeg har kunnet finne har herr Bugge unnlatt å ta med mange av etterkommere
etter Oluf, også på grenen som senere kom til å bo på Schjerven, og som fremdeles bor på
Schjerven (min tremenning). Jeg har pr. idag inkludert de som Bugge har angitt i sin bok,
og i tillegg de jeg har kunnet finne i Lardal-bøkene. Likevel er det mange grener som
gjenstår, og det er disse jeg ønsker å komme i kontakt med. Dette gjelder bl.a. etterkom-
mere etter Hans Schjerven og Hartvig Schjerven som kom til Sandsvær. Videre ønskes det
kontakt med etterkommere etter de andre grenene som beskrives meget ufullkomment i
Bugges bok.

ALF CHRISTOPHERSEN

REDAKTØR 'SLEKT OG DATA'

ETTERLYSNING
Etterlysning nr 8/91
Jeg søker her kontakt med etterkommere etter Anders Hansen Juel som kom fra Lolland,
Danmark før 1745 til Eik i Skoger og som fikk mange etterkommere i dette området. I juni
i år ble det feiret et slektsstevne for hans etterkommere i Drammen hvor det ble samlet ca
380 etterkommere. Undertegnede har til nå samlet ca 1600 personer i en database for å
kunne senere i samarbeid med Einar Juel utgi en ny bok med etterkommere. Mye er sam-
let, men ennå gjenstår mange grener og jeg håper derfor å komme i kontakt med noen
representanter av disse grenene ved hjelp av denne annonsen.

ALF CHRISTOPHERSEN
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EPILOG FRA EN TUR PÅ LANDET

- ELLER HVORDAN JEG LÆRTE ET NYTT ORD Å
KJENNE.
BJØRN NILSEN

Hva har jeg gjort?
Det var bare en av tankene som lå ganske langt framme i hodet da jeg var på vei mot Brandbu og
Vest-Oppland Folkehøyskole en fredag ettermiddag sent i oktober. Her har jeg i bare noen få
måneder vært medlem av en forening med det merkelige navnet DIS, og det var ikke fritt for at
det lå en forventingsmessig tåke-DIS foran meg når jeg nå var på vei til symposium.

Jeg kjente ingen, bortsett fra noen navn jeg hadde “korrespondert” med gjennom modemet på
min PC. Desto bedre var det at begrepet symposium ble tydet fra ordboken for oss da vi kom
fram. “Lystig lag”, “løssluppen sammenkomst” og “uformelle meningsutvekslinger”. Gudskje-
lov! Og det var hva det ble.

Det 5. nordiske symposium for foreningene Data I Slektsforskningen antok form av et usedvan-
lig vellykket slektsstevne! Fra første kaffepause kastet deltakerne seg over hverandre som om det
var 3, 4 og 5-menninger som ikke hadde sett hverandre på flere år.

Og hva gjorde vi så?
Ja, hva gjorde vi ikke? Her var det meste. Stilfull åpning av fylkesmannen i Oppland fylke, som
etter eget utsagn ikke hadde anelse om hva slags aktiviteter forsamlingen representerte, men som
nesten ikke ville gå hjem da det gikk opp for ham.

Formannen i DIS Norge holdt et tankevekkende foredrag om de etiske normer som bør ligge til
grunn i den type persongranskinger som en slektsforsker bedriver. Midt i all datateknikken var
dette en god start på en seanse som skulle dreie seg om hvordan man mest mulig effektivt skal
kunne grave fram nettopp personopplysninger om våre forfedre. Hadde presten i bergstaden
Røros i 1692 kunnet forestille seg at notatene hans i kirkeboka skulle bli allemannseie i en data-
sentral, ville han kanskje ført pennen annerledes ved noen anledninger.

Nettopp denne anledningen til å gå inn i de gamle arkivaliene var det Finn Andersen fra Dan-
mark drøftet i sitt foredrag om nordisk arkivlovgivning. Vi fikk en gjennomgang av bakgrunnen
for reguleringen av arkivene, samt en drøfting av slektsforskerens dilemma i sitt ønske om størst
mulig åpenhet kontra hensynet til personbeskyttelsen fra arkivholdernes side.

Når man likevel faktisk har denne adgangen til mange arkiver, var orienteringen fra Flemming
Graversen og  Alf Sanden om GDS av meget stor interesse. Nye bokstaver; denne gang står de
for Genealogisk Data Sentral. I Oppland har noen ildsjeler gått igang med å etablere en slik
sentral for folketellinger og kirkebøker i det 19. århundre. Etter hva jeg forsto, var mye av inspi-
rasjonen å legge seg i trening til OL i -94, slik at amerikanere og andre skal få med seg noen
røtter hjem. Vi som er “hjemmeværende” gleder oss også!



Side 28

En amerikaner kunne ikke vente til 1994. Carl J. York ga oss en innføring i slektforskernes svar
på esperanto, nemlig GEDCOM. Med dette “språket” kan vi utveksle slektsdata med hvem som
helst. Jeg har sjøl nettopp fått anledning til å prøve det ut mot en annen amerikaner som jeg også
traff gjennom modemet mitt. Do YOU speek GEDCOM?

For de fleste er det ikke nødvendig å dra helt til USA for å finne slektninger. Man kan gå til Olof
Cronberg fra DIS Sverige. Han viste hvordan svenskene har bygget opp et system for sammen-
liknende slektsforskning. I pausen etterpå var det kø av folk med disketter som håpet på å finne
den fortapte 4-menning.

“Et bilde kan si mer enn 1000 ord. Men det tar også 1000 ganger større plass i din PC”. Med
disse ordene introduserte Göte Stengård seg når han skulle fortelle om det neste vi har ventet på.
Når alle navnene er på plass skal de altså kunne få ansikter også. Jeg visste det. Kjøp ikke PC nå.
Vent til høsten eller til våren. Da kommer det en med enda større harddisk og enda bedre skjerm
til enda lavere pris. Jeg har kjøpt nå....

Under runden med rapporter fra alle de fire nordiske foreningene lærte jeg at Norge er yngst, at
Sverige er eldst, men at det ikke spiller noen rolle hvor gammel du er. Medlemsveksten er like
sterk i både Sverige, Finland, Danmark og Norge. Vi har en lysende framtid!

En framtid har også de som ikke lever i DOS-verdenen. Arne Wallgren fra Sverige kunne glede
en fyr fra Skottland (tror jeg) som het Mac Intosh og vennene hans med at også de nå kan få
orden på “sine”.

Som en av deltakerne sa: “Det finnes ikke den person i norden som ikke har en fjern slektning i
ett eller annet av de andre nordiske landene”. Da er det jo bra at også finnene nå er i ferd med å
virkeliggjøre en genealogisk database, som Manu Herna kunne redegjøre for.

Jeg har brukt å si til bekjente at slektsforskning ikke koster penger, men bare tid. Men så var det
ikke helt sant likevel. Til alt overmål skulle en representant for min egen arbeidsgiver, Telever-
ket, fortelle at tid=penger. Ja, han sa det nok ikke direkte, men det jo rart hvor fort tellerskrittene
løper hvis man først er på “søket”....

Da går det adskillig raskere å søke på det nye mediet, som Alf Christoffersen ga en kort innfø-
ring i. I tillegg til Bob Dylans siste hit og Edvard Griegs Peer Gynt kan du nå også snart få
“Folketellingen 1801 samlede” på CD. IGI (International Genealogical Index) er allerede tilgjen-
gelig for dem som har den riktige sprekken på PCen til å putte den inn i.

Som man kan skjønne, var det nesten ikke et tema som ikke ble dekket på dette symposiet. Men
det var mer. En lokal trubadur, Gudmund Waalen, underholdt oss fredag kveld med med folkevi-
ser og andre viser fra omegnen. Lørdag kveld kom dansegruppa Glitreringen fra Brandbu og ga
til fulle med danser såvel fra Sverige, Finland og Norge.

En kjempegod stemning gjennom hele arrangementet, som styret/arrangements- komiteen i DIS
Norge kan notere som full klaff. Når er neste?

HILSEN

BJØRN NILSEN, ETTERKOMMER.
(Red. anm. Etter alt å dømme arrangeres neste Nordiske Symposium for Databehandling i
Slektsforskning neste høst i Helsinki, Finland. Vi håper å kunne fylle opp ihvertfall en buss,
kanskje fler. Vi skal komme tilbake til dette ut på nyåret.)
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 DURABILITY OF OPTICAL MEDIA
 LARS POULSEN <LARS%SPECTRUM.CMC.COM@VM1.NODAK.EDU>

In an article, tzeng@sunland.gsfc.nasa.gov (Nigel Tzeng) writes:
>CDs are rumored to last 10 years until oxidation causes too many drop
>outs.  This might be a FAQ but how long can I expect Fantasia to last?
>I really wish they had used the more expensive gold surface that you
>see on some data CDs ;-).

PANIC START ...

This is the first time I have heard a suggestion that CDs may not be forever. Up to this point I
was under the impression that once we had moved all our data from magnetic media to digital
optical media, we would have assured access to the good stuff for countless generations.

If it is true that CDs die in just 10 years, it is obviously misguided for me to buy CDs of the
1960’s music and throw out my old 12" vinyl records.

Is this true ? Is the playing surface of a CD really exposed metal, not translucent plastic with a
pitted surface ? Can they be preserved by storing them in an oxyxen-poor atmosphere (CO2,
argon ?) ?

Please elaborate !! Apologies for the wide crossposting, but
- this stated on rec.video.releases
- rec.audio.cd   may know most about this
- misc.consumers should be aware of this, and
- soc.roots      is keenly interested in archival problems
—

LARS POULSEN, SMTS SOFTWARE ENGINEER

CMC ROCKWELL  LARS@CMC.COM

Ganske snart svarer  Martin Raish <MRAISH%BINGVMB.BITNET@VM1.NoDak.EDU>
Regarding the life of CD-ROMs —

The difficulty is the same as for photographs, namely that they are composed of layers of diffe-
rent materials, and sooner or later these layers will want to separate.  Or one of the layers will
deteriorate at a faster rate than the others (for photos the problem is often that the paper become
brittle even though the chemical surface is intact).

Another problem is that the technology to read the disc will be unavailable.  Our library already
has some discs about five years old that cannot be read using the newest release of the software.
Will computers of the year 2010 still be able to read discs of the 1990s?  How many of you still
have a 78rpm record player? (How many people even have a 45 turntable anymore?!)

I like the new whizz-bang gadgets, too.  But I always make a copy on paper (acid-free, if it is
really important).

— Martin
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Videre skriver  Curtis Eubanks <creubank%IS.CRL.SONY.CO.JP@VM1.NoDak.EDU>  videre:
Taken from the October 17, 1991 Wall Street Journal:

_Compact Disks Used for Storing Information May Have Shorter Lifespan Than Expected_

Compact disks may not store data permanently after all.

“When the CD first came out, it was hailed as the indestructible medium.  Now we’re finding
that’s not the case”, says Ron Kushinier, an engineer at the Naval Air Development Center in
Warminster, Pennsylvania.
  ....
The problem: CDs age differently, depending on the stresses of climate, how they are cared for
and how they are made. ...

They mystery of the CD’s longevity has prompted some to say that the disk is useful to distribute
short-lived information, such as reference material that needs periodic updating.  But, doubting
that CDs will survive for generations, they say the disk won’t safeguard precious records.

“This is not an archival medium. People need to be aware of that” says Mary Marshall, an infor-
mation manager at Mead Corp.’s Data Central unit in Dayton, Ohio.
...
But manufacturers say the current model CD is no flash in the pan. Citing their own tests, they
say a CD should last at least 10 years and probably longer.

...CDs “will last 25 years, maybe 50 years...”  ...those estimates are fine for audio CDs, where
imperfections go unnoticed because of the human ear’s inherent limitation, but not for data
stored on disk...”
...
An ordinary disk costs less than $1.25 to make in bulk and comes with a warranty ranging from
one to five years.  But for the longevity conscious, Digipress of Louisville, Kentucky, sells a
special CD it promises will last a century.  This tempered-glass CD is coated with gold and costs
as much as $1000 each, but “it is a dream come true for archivists or audiophies,” says Nancy
Herther, editor of CD-ROM Professional, a magazine”

CURTIS EUBANKS

CREUBANK@IS.CRL.SONY.CO.JP

SONY INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH LABORATORIES

INFORMATION SYSTEMS DIVISION
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OVERSIKT OVER BBS'ER SOM KJØRER SLEKT-
KONFERANSEN

OSLO: Thunderball Cave, Tlf: 02 56 70 17 og 02 56 70 18
Inka BBS, tlf: 02 11 38 78

BERGEN: Bergen  On-Line,  Tlf:05 28 01 24

LYNGDAL: Southboard BBS, Tlf: 043 43880 (fire linjer)

SANDEFJORD: Dasan Databank, Tlf: 034 59530 / 034 58377 / 034 58662

BODØ: Midnight Sun BBS, Tlf: 081 84545 / 081 84645

KRAGERØ: Slekts-Forum BBS, Tlf: 03 990 991

DANMARK: Dansk Telecom Service, Tlf: +45-31-514043

SVERIGE: M*U*R*P*H*Y*S, tlf +46-62013796

ADRESSER TIL DE ANDRE NORDISKE FORENINGENE:

Föreningen DIS
Sandgatan 10kv

S 582 35 LINKÖPING
Sverige

Datateknik för Släktsforskningen
Box 264

SF-00171 HELSINGFORS
Finland

DIS-Danmark
Formann Svend-Erik Christiansen

Hvedebjergvej 24
DK-8220 BRABRAND

Danmark

DIS-Väst
Formann Björn Molin

Trönninge 658A
S 432 92 VARBERG

Sverige

DIS-Öst
Formann Göran Tengnér

Kyrkvägen 13
S 182 74 STOCKSUND

Sverige
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DIS-Norge
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